Commelina L., the largest genus of Commelinaceae, is easily distinguished from related genera by inflorescence subtended in a folded bract (spathe). The position, number, size, shape, hairiness, cincinnus number and peduncle length of the spathe are useful in species delimitation. In the present investigation, twenty four species of Commelina occurring in India are studied for spathe characters and their significance in taxonomy is discussed.
Introduction
Commelina L. belongs to the spiderwort family Commelinaceae and comprises about 205 species (Govaerts 2009 ). The genus is easily distinguished from related genera by its terminal and leaf opposed inflorescence composed of 1 or 2 cincinni enclosed in a folded spathe (Faden 1998) . It is represented by 22 species in India (modified after Karthikeyan et al. 1989) .
Recently, two more species viz., Commelina clavatoides Nampy & S.M. Joseph and C. andamanica S.M. Joseph & Nampy ) are added to the Indian Flora, thus bringing the total number into twenty four.
Subsequent to Hooker's treatment of the family in Flora of India (Hooker 1892) , which is based on C.B.
Clarke's (1881) worldwide monograph of the family, there has been no revision of the genus Commelina in India.
Most of the recent studies pertain to purely cytological or cytotaxonomical aspects of a few species (Murthy 1934; Sharma 1955; Sharma and Sharma 1958; Kammathy and Rao 1961a , 1961b , 1964 Raghavan and Rao 1965; Shetty and Subramanyam 1962; Panigrahi and Kammathy 1962; Rao 1964 Rao , 1966 Rao et al. 1968 Rao et al. , 1970 . The other works include the treatments in regional floras by various authors, to cite a few: Wight (1853), Rama Rao (1914) , Bamber (1916 ), Fischer (1931 , Fyson (1932 ), Barnes (1946 , Haines (1961) , Maheswari (1963) , Sha (1978) , Sharma and Kachroo (1981) , Deb (1983), Chowdhary and Wadhwa (1984) , Sharma et al. (1984 ), Matthew (1999 , Henry et al. (1989) , Singh (1991), Hajra and Verma (1996) , Pullaiah (1997) ; Hajra and Rao (1999) , Singh et al. (2001) , Bora and Kumar (2003) , Nayar et al. (2006) . Joby (2002-2005, unpublished) have done taxonomic studies on this family in southern peninsular India. The only other work, after Hooker (l.c.) , that covers the genus for the whole of India is the recent enumeration published by Karthikeyan et al. (1989) clavata, the cilia are restricted towards the base.
CINCINNUS NUMBER
The number of cincinnus is usually 2, but in some species the upper cincinnus is aborted or not exserted. Among species with cucullate spathe, C. forskalaei, and C. 
